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New hires at Auburn University 
Libraries 
 
Piper Cumbo has joined Auburn University  














Beverley Rilett has joined Auburn University  
Libraries as an Associate Research Librarian in 












Greg Schmidt has been named the Head of Special 















Kelly Weigand has joined Auburn University  
Libraries as the Head of the Cary Veterinary  















Jennilyn Wiley has joined Auburn University  
Libraries as the Business and Economics Librarian 










THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
  
Hunt Joins The University of Southern  
Mississippi’s School of Library and  
Information Science 
 
Dr. Laura Clark 
Hunt is joining 
the University of 
Southern Missis-
sippi (USM) for 
the 2021 fall 
term. She comes 
to the School of 
Library and In-
formation Sci-
ence (SLIS) with 
10 years’ experi-
ence in libraries. She has served in both public and 
academic libraries.  Her dissertation focused on 
emergent literacy in public libraries and was noted 
as one of the most Notable Dissertations for 2017 
by American Libraries.   
 Dr. Hunt was part of a fellowship in 2017-
2018 at the Florida Public Archaeology Network 
assessing public outreach programs throughout 
the state of Florida. This project focused on reach-
ing the public with the message of cultural herit-
age. Assessed programs varied from museum chil-
dren’s programming to underwater preservation 
programs for dive masters. Prior to joining USM, 
she served as an academic Library Director at 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College. Addition-
ally in that role, she served on the University Sys-
tem of Georgia Committee with other directors for 
the state.   
 Dr. Hunt’s research interests include cul-
tural heritage, assessment in libraries, infor-
mation literacy, management in libraries, and  
 
needs-based research. Collaborative research pro-
jects are of special concern to her because they 
offer opportunities for interdisciplinary discovery 
and impact.  
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
 
Mangrum Hired as Assistant Teaching 
Professor in the School of Library and 
Information Science at The University 
of Southern Mississippi 
 








as an Assistant 
Teaching Pro-
fessor as of fall 
2021. Previous-
ly, she was as 
an Adjunct In-
structor. She received her EdD in higher education 
administration in 2019 and her MLIS in 2011 from 
USM, as well as a BA in communications from 
Southeastern Louisiana University in 2005.  
 Dr. Mangrum began working for Universi-
ty Libraries at USM in the fall of 2008 as the even-
ing supervisor. During her tenure at Cook Library, 
she served in various roles in Access Services in-
cluding circulation, reserves, and as a Stacks Man-
agement Supervisor. After completing her MLIS, 
Dr. Mangrum accepted a position as Access Ser-
vices Librarian at Cook Library. Since then, she 
has been involved in numerous library, university, 
and professional committees. She served as the 
Vice-President, President, and Immediate Past 
President of the Mississippi Library Association 
from 2017-2019. Currently, Dr. Mangrum serves 
as the Southeastern Library Association Councilor 
for the Mississippi Library Association and sits on 
steering committees for the Access Services Con-
ference and the Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book 
Festival.   
 Dr. Mangrum’s doctoral capstone, which 
studied library physical space usage and adminis-
trator  perceptions of usage, was published in the  









Journal of Access Services in April 2020. She also 
has a book chapter in Persistence through Peril: 
Episodes of College Life and Academic Endurance 
in the Civil War South that will be published this 
fall.   
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
 
Welsh Retires After 18 Years of Tenure 
with the University of Southern  





in August after 
serving for 18 
years as faculty 
at the Universi-
ty of Southern 
Mississippi 
(USM). Addi-
tionally, she has 
been the Direc-
tor of the 
School of  
Library and Information Science (SLIS) since 
2015. Under her leadership, SLIS has maintained 
ALA accreditation and enrollment has doubled. 
From 2007-2019, she taught a British Studies 
summer study-abroad course on libraries, ar-
chives, and special collections in London and Ed-
inburgh. Since 2015, she has chaired the Fay B. 
Kaigler Children’s Book Festival Steering Commit-
tee.  
 After graduating summa cum laude from 
the University of Southern Mississippi with a BA 
in anthropology, a certificate in humanities, and 
minors in social studies and classical studies, she 
earned an MLIS and later a PhD in communica-
tion and information from the University of Ten-
nessee in Knoxville. In addition to being published 
in scholarly journals and conference proceedings, 
she has authored several book chapters, co-
authored two books on information literacy, co-
edited a refereed e-journal, SLIS Connecting, and 
contributed a regular column “SLIS Notes” to Mis-
sissippi Libraries.  
 Dr. Welsh has been honored by USM with 
a promotion to Professor Emeritus of Library and 
Information Science. In her honor, two endowed 
USM Foundation funds have been established, 
including the Dr. Teresa S. Welsh LIS Scholarship 
Endowment and the Dr. Teresa S. Welsh Chil-












Brandsma Recognized as a Top Con-
tributor to OCLC's Community Center 
 
 Terry Brandsma, Infor-
mation Technology  
Librarian and Associate 
Professor in the Electron-
ic Resources and Infor-
mation Technologies 
(ERIT) Department for 
UNC Greensboro’s Uni-
versity Libraries, has 
been recognized again 
this year as a top contrib-
utor to OCLC's Commu-
nity Center. The value 
expressed by these top community contributors, 
like Brandsma, is only possible thanks to everyone 
who has asked or answered a question, submitted 
an enhancement suggestion, or presented in a 
webinar. While every piece is valuable, OCLC 
wants to recognize those who have made the most 
frequent contributions over the past year. 
 OCLC is a global library cooperative that 
provides shared technology services, original re-
search, and community programs for its member-
ship and the library community at large. Made up  
of librarians, technologists, researchers, pioneers, 
leaders, and learners, with thousands of library 
members in more than 100 countries, OCLC  
makes information more accessible and more use-
ful. Since July 2015, more than 29,000 unique  
users have signed into OCLC's Community Center,  
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Do you have news to share about 
your library or state?  
Send it to us! 
 
Please send all news items to the News  
Editor, Hollie Stevenson-Parrish, 
at hdsteven@uncg.edu.  
The Southeastern Librarian Vol. 69, No. 3 News from States 
an online forum for library staff to connect with 
their peers, ask questions about workflows and 
best practices, and contribute ideas to improve the 
OCLC products and services their institution sub-
scribes to.  
   
UNC GREENSBORO 
 
UNC Greensboro’s University Libraries 
Hires Gypin as Data Services Librarian 
 
Lindsay Gypin (she/her/
hers) has accepted the 
position of Data Services 
Librarian and Assistant 
Professor in the Research, 
Outreach, and Instruction 
(ROI) Department at 
UNC Greensboro’s Uni-
versity Libraries. Current-
ly, she is working on her 
PhD in research methods 
and statistics from the 
University of Denver, 
with a focus on qualitative research methods. 
Gypin received her MLIS degree with a certificate 
in data management from the University of Den-
ver, as well as an MA in school library education 
from the University of Northern Colorado.  
 “We are happy to have Lindsay on the ROI 
team," said Amy Harris Houk, department head of 
ROI and associate professor. "With her knowledge 
and skills, Lindsay will have a huge impact on the 
University Libraries and the wider campus com-
munity.”  
 Before joining UNC Greensboro, Gypin 
worked as manager in the Access Services Depart-
ment at the University of Denver. She hired, 
trained, and scheduled staff and patrons on the 
usage of product systems and collected and ana-
lyzed usage statistics. Additionally, she cataloged 
circulation desk items. While working at the Uni-
versity of Denver, Gypin was a recipient of the 
Robin Morgan Outstanding Woman Staff Award. 
Presented each year, the award recognizes women 
staff, faculty, students, and alumna who have gone 
to exceptional lengths to promote and support an 
empowering environment for women at the Uni-
versity of Denver. She was also a Beta Pi Mu nomi-
nee.  
 Most recently, Gypin was awarded a 
fellowship from the Frictionless Data for Re-
producible Research project at Open 
Knowledge Foundation. The foundation re-
cruits and trains early career researchers to 
become champions of the frictionless data 
tools and approaches in their field. Fellows 
learn about frictionless data, including how to 
use tools in their domains to improve repro-
ducible research workflows and how to advo-
cate for open science. Working closely with 
the frictionless data team, fellows lead train-
ing workshops at conferences, host events at 
universities and in labs and write blogs and 
other communications content. In addition to 
mentorship, the Open Knowledge Foundation 
provides successful applicants with stipends 
of $5,000 to support their work and time dur-
ing the nine-month program.  
 In her free time, Gypin practices 
Crossfit, and is studying German. She has al-
so played international competitive roller der-
by for eight years. Her research interests in-
clude diversity in equity and inclusion, espe-
cially in libraries. Gypin can be reached at 
lagypin@uncg.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
